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The International Civil Aviation Organization 


The most important international agency concerned with air- port development is the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO), which is now a specialized agency of the United Nations with headquarters in Montreal, 
Canada. There are currently 193 member states of ICAO (as of 2019) 

The ICAO concept was formed during a conference of 52 nations held in Chicago in 1944. This conference was by 
the invitation of the United States to consider matters of mutual interest in the field of air transportation. 


The objectives of ICAO as stated in its charter are to develop the principles and techniques of international air 
transporta tion so as to 
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. Ensure the safe and orderly growth of international civil avia- tion throughout the world 
. Encourage the arts of aircraft design and operation for peace- ful purposes 


. Encourage the development of airways, airports, and air nav- igation facilities for international aviation 


Meet the needs of the peoples of the world for safe, regular, efficient, and economical air transport 


. Prevent economic waste by unreasonable competition 


. Ensure that the rights of contracting states are fully respected and that every contracting state has a fair 


opportunity to operate international airlines 


Avoid discrimination between contracting states 


8. Promote safety of flight in international air navigation 


9. Promote generally the development of all aspects of interna- tional civil aeronautics 


The ICAO has two governing bodies, the Assembly and the Council. 


The ICAO Assembly is the Organization’s sovereign body. It meets at least once every three years and is 
convened by ICAO’s governing body, the Council. 


ICAO's 193 Member States and a large number of international organizations are invited to the Assembly, which 
establishes the worldwide policy of the Organization for the upcoming triennium. 


During Assembly Sessions, [CAO’s complete work programme in the technical, economic, legal and technical 
cooperation fields is reviewed in detail. Assembly outcomes are then provided to the other bodies of ICAO and 
to its Member States in order to guide their continuing and future work, as prescribed in Article 49 of 
the Convention on International Civil Aviation. 


Each Member State is entitled to one vote on matters before the Assembly, and decisions at these Sessions are 
taken by a majority of the votes cast — except where otherwise provided for in the Convention. 


The Council is a permanent body responsible to the Assembly and is composed of representatives from 36 
countries. President of the Council is Dr. Olumuyiwa Benard Aliu. 

The Council is the working group for the organization. It carries out the directives of the Assembly and 
discharges the duties and obligations specified in the ICAO charter. 


To the airport planner and designer perhaps the most important document issued by ICAO is “Aerodromes,” 
Annex 14 to the Convention on International Civil Aviation. Annex 14 contains the international design 
standards and recommended practices which are applicable to nearly all airports serving international air 
commerce. 


